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Swiss Valley Farms will hold an 
Outstanding Young Cooperator 
Contest over the noon hour 

on Tuesday, August 19 in Prairie du 
Chien, Wisconsin.

This contest will be held beginning 
at 11:30 a.m. in the conference room 
at Huckleberry’s Restaurant off of 
Hwy. 35 on the east side of town. 

Young Cooperators who are 
between the ages of 18 and 40 are 
eligible to compete in this contest, 
which follows the NMPF Young 
Cooperator guidelines. The winning 
couple will attend the NMPF Dairy 
Summit in Nashville, Tennessee in 
October at the Gaylord Opryland 
Hotel. In 2009, they will sit on the 

THE 

PROGRAM
National YC Advisory Council, 
which includes a trip to Washington 
D.C. to help plan the 2009 NMPF 
Dairy Summit, to be held in Dallas, 
Texas.

Any YC’er within the age 
parameters are eligible to compete in 
this contest.

To enter, fill out an application, 
write your essay and send them both 
into the Swiss Valley Farms Corporate 
Headquarters by August 8th. 

If you have any questions regarding 
this contest or you need an application, 
please feel free to contact Nancy Feeney 
at 563.468.6640 or e-mail her at nancy.
feeney@swissvalley.com.

check out the
yc contest

Julie 
Kauffmann, 
Robbie 
Kluesner, Jerry 
(standing) 
and Stephanie 
Kauffmann, 
all from 
Farley, Iowa, 
participate in 
a Swiss Valley 
Farms YC 
conference.
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young cooperators
exploring WAsHington D.c.

It was only mid-June, but you 
would have thought it was August 
by the searing heat when Swiss 

Valley Farms Young Cooperators 
Mark and Jill Lamborn traveled to 
Washington D.C. to take their seat 
on the National YC Advisory Board. 
The YC couple from Luana, Iowa 
was there to participate in sessions to 
help plan the YC activities at the next 
National Milk Producers Federation 
Dairy Summit, which will be held 
this fall in Nashville, Tenn.

One morning was spent listening 
to updates on current legislative issues 
and then visiting Capitol Hill that 
afternoon to chat with their legislators. 
Even though the thermometer was 
nearing an unseasonably high 100 
degrees, the activity in the legislators’ 
offices and in the hallways was as 
brisk as ever. While none of their 
legislators were available for visits 

that day, the Lamborns met with 
several congressional aides where they 
introduced themselves and discussed 
the challenges of being a dairy farmer 
in the Midwest today.

The Lamborns told the aides to 
thank the Congressmen for voting for 
the 2008 Farm Bill. They also urged 
the legislators to support a movement 
to force countries who sell their dairy 

products in the United States to pay 
into the U.S. dairy check off program. 
U.S. dairy producers contribute $270 
million dollars out of their pockets 
into the checkoff. Importers would 
owe $11 million into the fund, based 
on the amount of dairy products sold 
in this country. This check off money 
is used to promote the consumption 
of dairy products across the country 
and everyone who sells products 
in this country should pay into the 
fund.

The Lamborns spent another 
morning observing the NMPF 
Summer Board Meeting. Swiss Valley 
Farms NMPF Board representative 
Patrick Schroeder, Lancaster, Wis. was 
in D.C. to attend this meeting. After 
this Board meeting, he met with the 
Lamborns to discuss their legislative 
visits and the YC meeting plans.

During their visit to Capitol Hill, Mark and Jill Lamborn chatted with  Todd Wolf, who 
is Iowa Congressman Bill Braley’s Legistative Assistant. Above right, Patrick Schroeder, 
Swiss Valley Farms NMPF Board Representative and District 1 Director from Lancaster, 
Wis., chatted with the Lamborn’s at the NMPF Summer Board meeting.



page �                                  SWISS VALLEY FARMS DAIRYMAN

Young Cooperators, Board 
service and Swiss Valley Gals 
— John and Connie Burhop 

have been a big part of it all during 
their dairying career —  a career that 
ended last February when John and 
Connie sold their cows and hung up 
their milkers.

But over the past 46 years, 
this couple has been a big part of 
Mississippi Valley Milk Producers 
Association and then Swiss Valley 
Farms history, watching it unfold and 
making a little of it themselves.

John said he started milking 
cows when he was old enough to 
walk to the barn. He and his young 
wife Connie began farming together 
in 1959 in Oxford Junction, Iowa. 
Their relationship with Mississippi 
Valley Milk Producers Association 
began when the Buckhorn Creamery 

at Maquoketa, of which they were a 
member, merged into the cooperative 
in 1962. John’s father, John Burhop, 
Sr., became a director for MVMPA 
and served for several years in the 
mid-60’s.

John remembers loading cans of 
milk on a sled and pulling it on the 
snow down the lane to the main road 
in the dead of winter. He eventually 
installed one of the first bulk tanks 
in the area. “MVMPA helped me get 
that put in,” he said.

In 1971, John and Connie won 
the Outstanding Young Cooperator 
Contest, attending two NMPF Dairy 
Summits, one in Miami and the other 
in New York City. Connie remembers 
when they won the YC Contest, 
the MVMPA YC coordinator was 
Dick Hoeksima. By the time they 
were packing for their second trip, 

Dick Walgrave had taken on the 
coordinator’s job. “Our New York 
NMPF trip was our second YC trip 
and Dick’s first,” Connie said. “So 
you can say that John and I broke him 
in!” Dick went on to be the co-op’s 
YC coordinator until his retirement 
in 1996, building the Swiss Valley 
program into one of the best in the 
country.

In 1976, John’s YC leadership 
training paid off and he was elected 
a Director on the co-op’s Board, a 
position he held for the next 21 years. 
He served as Board secretary during 
his last 4 years.

“I was on the Board in ‘77 when 
the co-op started using Swiss Valley 
Farms for its brand name,” John said. 
“Some Board members thought that 
the Hilldale name would have been 
the ideal name.” John said the brand 
name Swiss Valley was already one of 
the brands that the Hilldale Dairy in 
Dubuque had claimed the rights to 
prior to merging with MVMPA in 
1976.

At this time, the co-op’s CEO Carl 
Zurborg was teaching part-time at St. 
Ambrose University in Davenport, 
Iowa. “Carl submitted several brand 
name choices to his college marketing 
classes to get their opinions and Swiss 
Valley Farms was the one they thought 
worked the best. So the Board went 
with it.”

“After we changed our brand 
name to Swiss Valley Farms, the Swiss 
Miss cocoa people contacted us saying 
that it infringed on their brand. But 
after they were notified that the 
Hilldale Dairy already had this brand 
trademarked, they relented.”

This brand became so popular 
that in 1981, the co-op officially 
changed its name from Mississippi 
Valley Milk Producers to Swiss Valley 
Farms, Co.

Connie has her own personal 
claim to Swiss Valley fame. About 
27 years ago, she was instrumental in 

member profile
A pArt of

John and Connie Burhop, Oxford Junction, Iowa, recently sold their herd and 
retired from dairying following a long and eventful career with Swiss Valley Farms.
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the development of the Swiss Valley 
Gals organization. She was eager to 
start an organization where female 
co-op members socialize with other 
co-op members and learn more about 
their co-op and their industry. “Farm 
Business Off the Farm” was decided 
on for the motto of this women’s 
group. “Back then, most women 
didn’t work outside of the home and 
they were free during the day to attend 
a luncheon meeting,” Connie said. 
“That’s the big change between then 
and now. More and more farm wives 
have jobs off the farm during the day, 
so our Gals attendance has steadily 
been declining in recent years. It’s just 
the way things are today.”

Over the years, Connie and the 
other regional steering committee 
members have planned scores of 
meetings. Meeting topics have 
included: Dairy marketing, cheese 
making, promoting dairy in your 
hometown, farm safety for children, 
how to set up a will or trust, calf 
feeding, personality types, dairying 
in foreign countries — the list goes 
on. The Gals have toured many Swiss 
Valley Farms production facilities, 
as well. For the Gals first 25 years, 

sWiss VAlley History
by nancy feeney

meetings were held in both the spring 
and fall, but now they are held only 
in the fall.

During their farming career, John 
and Connie milked 60 Holsteins 
at the herd’s peak. They also raised 
two children, Perry and Penny. As a 
teenager, Penny was the State Ayrshire 
Princess and the Jones County Dairy 
Princess. She is now married with two 
children, Jared, 16, and Kayla, 15.

Perry worked with his parents in 
the dairy as a young man, but his life 
was tragically cut short when he was 
crushed by a bull.

Last February, the Burhop’s sold 
their herd of 35 Holsteins. “It seems 
our dog had a worse time than we did 
adjusting to the cows being gone,” 
John said. For a couple of weeks, 
their 8-year-old miniature Australian 
Shepherd “Callie” continued to sit out 
in the yard and wait for the cows to 
come in from the fields to be milked 
every evening.

As for Connie, selling the cows 
certainly changed her life. For the past 
10 years, she has worked four days a 
week at the Jones County Extension 
4-H Program. “All of a sudden, when 
I came home from work, I didn’t 

have to change my clothes and go 
right out to the barn to do chores and 
milk. What a difference that made! 
It was like adding a whole extra day 
to your day.” Connie says that the 
Jones County 4-H Program where 
she works is one of the few 4-H 
programs in Iowa that still has strong 
membership. “This year, we have 325 
4-H participants from 4th through 
12th grade. We still do a lot of the 
traditional 4-H things, like cooking, 
sewing, dairy and other livestock. 
Some town kids have livestock 
projects on farms owned by family or 
friends. Other 4-H offices contact us 
to ask what we are doing to keep our 
numbers up.”

Both John and Connie will 
remain active in 4-H and the Jones 
County Fair.  John will continue to 
take care of his herd of sheep and 
finish out the calves on hand. He also 
plans to help out his renter and, of 
course, just play catch up on the jobs 
around the house.

The Burhop’s will continue to put 
their support firmly behind dairying 
and agriculture in Iowa. But this 
couple will be missed by Swiss Valley 
Farms in the coming years.

 John and Connie Burhop were Selected Outstanding Young Cooperators in 1971 and attended dairy summits in Miami and 
New York City. Later on in the ‘80’s, Connie helped start the Swiss Valley Gals organization. Above, she is pictured performing 
a taste test with fellow Swiss Valley Gal Steering Committee member Kathy Lyon, Atalissa, Iowa.
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member profile
KeeHner ADApts to cHAnge

by nancy feeney

As the family history goes, Darryl 
Keehner may never have had 
the privilege of being the third 

generation to operate the home farm 
if it weren’t for some understanding 
Depression-era bankers.

“This was my grandparent’s farm,” 
Darryl says about his Guttenberg, Iowa 
home. “My father was born in this stone 
house where we live today. During the Great 
Depression, the bank reclaimed the farm, but 
my grandparents worked it out so they could 
continue to farm the land and eventually 
become the owners.”

In the early ‘50’s, Darryl’s parents, 
Howard and Sharon, bought the farm from 
his grandparents and started the herd of 

registered Ayrshires that still grace the hills 
of Northeast Iowa today. “Our first milk was 
shipped to the local creamery in cans. Milk 
from our first bulk tank went to MVMPA 
and we’ve been part of Swiss Valley Farms 
since its formation,” Darryl says. Many 
things have evolved since then.

“In my short farming career, there has 
been an unbelievable amount of change,” 
he says. “I’m nearly fifty years old, and 
I’m one of the youngest farmers in the 
neighborhood. Although not impossible, 
it is very hard for most young people to get 
into the farming business these days and 
very few of them become dairy farmers. 
Consequently, the rural population is 
shrinking. An example of that is my 

church, which has about 60 people in it. 
I remember back when we had to pull out 
extra chairs to accommodate everyone who 
attended.”

Another example of this change would 
be the rising cost of land. “In 1990, I 
bought this farm from my father and paid 
five times the amount he originally paid for 
it,” Darryl says. “If my sons were to pay me 
five times what I paid for it, which is what 
it could very well be worth, it would be 
hard for them to generate enough income 
from the land to pay its current market 
value. I really think it is my generation’s 
responsibility to help young people get 
started in agriculture whenever we can.”

Darryl’s family consists of his wife, 
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Teresa, and their two sons, Kyle and Logan. 
Darryl met Teresa while visiting his sister 
who lived in Tampa, Florida. Teresa was 
his sister’s best friend. The two clicked and 
were married in ’88. Darryl tends to the 
farm and Teresa works as a dental hygienist 
in Guttenberg.

Kyle just graduated from high school 
and plans to go to college for aviation 
maintenance.  “Kyle’s uncle is a private jet 
pilot who flies clients all over the world 
and this has inspired him to pursue this 
career.” Logan will be a junior this fall and 
plans on becoming an architect. Over the 
years, both boys have been very active in 
sports and the Keehner’s home is a busy 
hub where high school friends gather and 

everyone helps themselves to the fridge. 
Both Darryl and Teresa really enjoy all the 
activity.

Darryl’s dairy herd consists of 60 
registered Ayrshires and has a rolling herd 
average of 21,000 pounds of milk with 824 
butterfat pounds and 671 pounds of protein. 
He is a consistent Swiss Valley Farms Milk 
Quality Award winner and is in line to receive 
his 20-year quality trophy at the 2008 district 
meetings.

Both of the sons help him out in the 
dairy when they aren’t playing sports. Darryl’s 
neighbor, Chadd Tuecke, milks for him three 
nights a week. Chad was a Swiss Valley Farms 
member before he sold his cows. “Chadd 
frees me up so I can get to my sons’ sporting 

events and in general so I can just have some 
free time. I really appreciate that. Chadd 
is extremely reliable and I am able to leave 
without worrying about what’s going on at 
home,” Darryl says.

In recent years, Darryl has been selling 
more breeding stock locally and nationally.  
He sells bulls out of flushed embryos. 

“I think you make faster genetic gains 
by doing embryo work,” Darryl says. “I’ve 
flushed embryos out of my top three cows 
for two years now. I just sold my first bull 
to stud in Canada to SEMEX. My breeding 
philosophy places emphasis on production 
and functional type.” Darryl strives to 
develop efficient and profitable cows with 
a medium-sized frame.

“Lately, input prices go up every 
month. Even utility hay is getting expensive 
and commodity prices such as corn and 
beans are rising every day,” he says. One 
point he firmly believes is an important 
component to his operation’s success and 
overcoming these rising feed costs is to 
consult with his nutritionist every month. 
“We try to compile the most economical 
ration, while still meeting the nutritional 
needs of the cows.”

What does Darryl see himself doing 
in five years? “I would like to just slow 
it down a bit. I would like to hire a full-
time herdsman or set a young person or 
a couple up on this farm,” he says. “I’d 
like to hang on to the cows until my sons 
finish college so that should they change 
their minds about their careers, I can give 
them the opportunity my parents gave to 
me. But I’ve been doing this for 30 years 
and although I enjoy dairy farming, I don’t 
want to milk cows all my life. I would like 
to do some volunteer work with kids in 
my community. I also want to do a little 
more hunting and fishing and traveling. I 
would also like to spend more time with 
my wife’s family in Florida. I think I owe 
that to her.”

As for now, Darryl and Teresa are 
enjoying their sons and life on their farm, 
making the most of every minute. 

Left: Darryl Keehner and his family are the third and fourth generations to 
live and work on this Guttenberg, Iowa farm. The Keehner’s are proud of 
their herd of 60 registered Ayrshires. 
Above: A clean and bright calf raising area bodes well for the next generation 
of quality Ayrshires in their herd.
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national guernsey convention
tours member fArms

Above: Ron Woodman, far left, sits with his 
son Joe, 19; hired man Tyler Larson, daughter 
Elizabeth, 12.

Ron & Kathi Woodman, Janesville, 
Wis., own and operate Woodale 
Guernsey Farms, a 130-cow farm. 

“Our goal is to build off our 
Guernsey base and milk whatever 
number is profitable,” Ron said.

Ron’s great-grandfather, J.O. 
Woodman, purchased the original 40 
acres in Janesville, Wis. in 1917. J.O. 
had grade Guernseys and sold milk, 
butter and cottage cheese door-to-door 
in Janesville, using a horse and wagon.

In 1928, J.O. bought his first 
registered Guernsey from Doc Munn 
for $500 with a guarantee that Doc 
would buy her heifer back for $500. 
The cow broke a hip and had to be 
destroyed and it took J.O. five years to 
pay off the debt.

Ron’s grandfather Ivan purchased 
some acreage from J.O. and an aunt, 

Woodale Guernsey Farms Janesville, Wis.
expanding the farm. He bought the 
first registered Guernsey for his son, 
Bob, who went on to purchase many 
registered cattle in the next eight 
years. Bob’s son Ron came home after 
attending the University of Wisconsin 
at Madison to start working with his 
father on the farm.

Ron married Kathi in 1987 and 
they have three children: Joe, 19; Zach, 
16; and Elizabeth (Ellie), 12. In 2005, 
Ron bought the farm from his father 
and they immediately began renovating 
the barn, milk house and outbuildings, 
adding a swing 10 parallel parlor. Son 
Joe graduated from high school last 
year and began working full time on the 
farm making him the 5th generation to 
milk on this dairy. 

Located on 440 acres just a 
half a mile outside of Platteville, 
Wis., Duane Schuler operates 

Donnybrook Farm Platteville, Wis.

a 62-cow dairy with his brother 
Cliff and wife Laurie. They have 
five children: Kelly, Catie, Casey, 

Duane, Laurie and Kami Schuler stand with Donnybrook H Dee beside the Donnybrook 
Farm sign. 

Kent and Kami. The Schulers 
emphasize strength and capacity in 
their breeding program. They are 
known for getting cows to produce 
and last. A prime example of this is 
their Donnybrook PK Jiggs, who 
was recently named Wisconsin’s 
top living lifetime production cow 
with a record of 241,060 pounds.

The Schulers rolling herd 
average is 19,384 pounds with 
twice-a-day milking.

They have bred more than 
30 Excellent cows in the last 15 
years and have placed 7th in the 
nation for overall milk production. 
They have received Double Gold 
Star Breeder accolades for eight 
consecutive years.
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Above: At the 2007 Wisconsin State Fair, the Orchards 
had much success with two Guernsey cows. From 
left, Jennifer, Julie, Kristi, Kathi and Bill Orchard.

Nestled in the gentle rolling 
meadows of south central Wisconsin, 
Gurn-Z Meadow, William Orchard 
& Family farm, is a 120-acre farm 
with 100 head of purebred, registered 
Guernseys. 

Gurn-Z Meadow’s history dates 
back to 1943 when Curtis Orchard left 
his postion at Golden Guernsey Dairy 
to start a Guernsey herd in Eagle, Wis. 
with his wife Violet. Their son Bill 
and his wife Kathi took over the dairy 
in 1971. In December of 2005, four 
trailers transported the Eagle herd to its 
new home on 121 acres in Janesville. Bill 
and Kathi’s daughters, Julie, Kristi and 
Jennifer, are continuing the Guernsey 
tradition.

The foundation for their herd was 

Gurn-Z Meadow Farm Eagle, Wis.
begun in 1945 when Curtis Orchard 
left Golden Guernsey Dairy to begin 
the “Happy Acres” herd. Nearly every 
animal in their current herd goes 
back to the Happy Acres bloodlines. 
The Orchard’s maintain a closed 
herd for biosecurity reasons, which 
means every animal on the farm is 
homebred. 

The current rolling herd average 
is 21,839 pounds with 928 fat and 
728 protein. Cows are housed in a 
new tie stall barn, but are let out daily 
for exercise. The family just built a 
new heifer barn that will house calves 
from two months to breeding age. 
Bred heifers are housed in free stalls 
in winter and are on pasture during 
the summer.

Heatherstone Enterprises is a 
three-generation Wisconsin farm 
that has become a showpiece stop 
outside of Baraboo, Wis. Owned 
by Swiss Valley Farms members 
Mike and Valerie Holschbach, it 
was originally purchased by Valerie’s 
parents, Duane and Carol Jean 
Hegna. The Holschbachs farm in 
partnership with their son, Chase, 
22. They have two daughters, 
Brienne, 26, and Chelsea, 19.

The Holschbach’s currently 
milk 110 Holsteins with a rolling 
herd average of 27,000 pounds, 
with 1000 fat and 880 protein.

The family shows their 
registered Holsteins at local, district, 
state and national shows and have 
had six homebred All-American 

nominations. Each year, the 
farm hosts many national and 
international visitors, school 
children, judging teams and 
tourists.

It is no surprise that during 
the National Holstein Convention 
this summer, the Wisconsin 
Nationals Sale was held on this 
beautiful farm.  With three huge 
tents, at least 2,000 in attendance, 
and the immaculate setting at 
Heatherstone Enterprises, it was a 
sight to behold! With a spectacular 
sale lineup, the convention sale 
averaged $12,785 on 86 lots. 
Cattle sold to 11 states and two 
countries.

Mike and Valerie Holschbach, left, of Heatherstone 
Enterprises, sit with two of their three children, 
Chelsea and Chase, and Valerie’s parents Duane and 
Carol Jean Hegna. 

nAtionAl Holstein conVention
sale hosted by Heatherstone Enterprises
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Long time Swiss Valley Farms Cooperative members 
Richard and Alice Nadermann and their son Gary 
of Dyersville, Iowa, experienced a barn fire on July 

1, 2008 around 1:15 am.  The 100-year-old barn was  
completely destroyed. Their milk house and equipment, 
along with a corn crib, silo and small shed were also 
destroyed, as well as some hay.

A deputy sheriff was patrolling a nearby road and 
noticed smoke at the Nadermann farm, so he stopped by 
and saw the severe fire burning out of control. He woke 
the Nadermann family and soon three fire departments 
from area towns assisted in controlling the fire, which 
could be seen for miles during the early morning hours.  
The Nadermann’s lost eight calves, but their heifers and 
40 milking cows were safe. In addition, the family dog 
“Molly” was also lost in the fire.

Richard was raised on this farm and he and Alice have 
lived on this farm for all of their 51 years of marriage. In 
addition to milking cows, the Nadermann’s farm around 
155 acres.

Gary is now milking at a temporary location until the 
family decides what to do next.

Above: Gary Nadermann and his parents, Richard and 
Alice, lost their 100-year old barn to fire in July. 
Below: The smoking ruins of the barn. 

member security 
losing A bArn to fire
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Swiss Valley was recently recognized by 
the National Private Truck Council 
and Commercial Carrier Journal for 

Outstanding Graphics for Combination 
Fleet Vehicles. The new Milk Splash, Milk 
Pour and Colorful Yogurt Swiss Valley 
tractor trailers were praised for their impact 
and simplicity. The concept for the extra 
large food pictures were based on an idea 
that was suggested by CEO Don Boelens. 
The artwork was designed internally by staff 
designer Scott Peake. He recalls shooting the 
photography for the milk splash. “It took us 
two solid days to get the shot we wanted. 
It was a very messy process, but very fun at 
the same time.” Peake was aided by summer 
intern Brittany Suiter.  The designs were 
printed and installed by Signature Graphics 
of Porter, Indiana. Swiss Valley has worked 
for many years with Signature Graphics 
and account manager Richard Murphy 
entered the Swiss Valley designs into the 
competition.  

The National Private Truck and 

Commercial Carrier Journal have been 
honoring excellence in commercial fleet 
graphics since 1978. “This award recognizes 
fleets for their creative graphics designs, 
color schemes and general appearance, which 
enhance the motor carrier industry’s public 
image and the image of the company operating 
the vehicles,” says Gary Petty, NPTC president 
and chief executive officer. This competition is 

open to all fleets nation wide.   
These trucks have been in use for close 

to two years and are hard to miss on the road. 
In 2006 these designs were also honored at 
the National Milk Producers Federation’s 
annual design competition. Keep your eyes 
peeled as you drive around Iowa, Illinois and 
Wisconsin for these award-winning trucks.

marketing department
semi grApHics HonoreD

mArKet
reseArcH
by scott peake

As promised, I am going to take another 
opportunity to talk more about our 
market research. The topic this month 

is our cooperative tag-line, “Farmer Owned 
with Pride.” We wanted to know how effective 
and relevant the current tag-line was to the 
public. Our findings were quite interesting, 
but not completely surprising.

Swiss Valley has been using “Farmer 
Owned with Pride” for about five years and 
when research was being planned this item 
was added to gain further insight on public 
perception. So again we set out to aquire the 
opinion of our customers by doing a series of 
focus groups. Through research agency City 
Research Solutions LLC, we set up nine focus 
groups in three of our markets -- Janesville, 
Wis., Des Moines and Davenport, Iowa.  

The members of the focus groups had 
to fit a certain set of criteria. They had to be 

a female who is the primary shopper for the 
household, aware of the Swiss Valley Farms 
brand, not an organic milk drinker and not 
employed by a dairy or grocery store. Within 
these criteria there were two age groups, one 
was 25-45, with children in the household and 
one was 45-55 with or without children. These 
were then split into eight-person focus groups 
that meet on different dates for approximately 
two hours.

The first thing we wanted to know was 
how many people were aware of what “farmer 
owned” really meant. In an effort to keep the 
answers un-influenced by other members of 
the group, they were asked to fill out a survey 
first.  After the initial questions, only one or 
two in each group indicated they even knew 
what a “farmer-owned” dairy was. Of those 
responses, only a couple mentioned the 
concept of a cooperative. 

Next we asked, “If you saw the words 
‘farmer owned’ on a carton of milk, would 
you think it was a more local product?”  The 
response on this was split 50/50. When the 
topic was discussed many ideas were shared. 
One group member said, “There’s no telling… 
could it be ‘farmer owned’ in California? 

Right… So I would want to think it was, but 
it probably is not.” This kind of comment 
was exactly what we were expecting and why 
we wanted to revisit the tag-line in the first 
place. So at this point, we introduced the idea 
of “Locally Farmer Owned.” In some groups, 
they came up with this suggestion on their 
own. When “Locally Farmer Owned” was 
compared to “Farmer Owned with Pride,” 
people preferred the “local” tag-line 15 to 1. 

With a response like that, it almost seems 
like a no-brainer to change the tag-line, but 
there a some serious considerations. As more 
and more consumers become concerned 
about where their food is coming from, it is 
beneficial to be local. With a new tag-line we 
would be setting ourselves up to fill that ever 
growing need, but at the same time we might 
be limiting ourselves on the global market. 
A tag-line is designed to say something large 
about a company in one short line. With 
“Locally Farmed Owned” it says a mountain 
about Swiss Valley, but does “Farmer Owned 
with Pride” say more about who makes up our 
cooperative -- hard working farmers who are 
full of pride? Maybe this is more important.
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Swiss Valley Farms fieldman Jim Murphy, left, stands with 
Alternate Fayette County Dairy Princess Katie Adams from 
Waucoma, IA. Katie is the daughter of Scott and Jeanie Adams. 
Fayette County Dairy Princess Brittany Lantzky, right, stands 
next to her fieldman Roger Lenius.  Brittany is the daughter 
of Heidi and Brian Lantzky of Hawkeye, IA.

Katie Adams & 
 brittany lantzky
Fayette County Royalty

Megan Moser is the 2008 Clayton County Dairy 
Princess. She is the daughter of Swiss Valley Farms 

members Randy and Rita Moser, Garber, Iowa. Megan 
enjoys cheerleading for football and basketball as well as 
working in the dairy with her parents.

megan moser
Clayton County Dairy Princess

P


P


P
Dairy

Hollie is the daughter of Randy Kruse and Sondra Kruse. 
She will be a senior at MFL Mar Mac High School this fall. Hollie 
enjoys helping her dad with chores on the farm. During the school 
year, she is active in cheerleading for football and basketball.

Hollie Kruse
Alt. Clayton County Dairy Princess

Rachel Anderegg, 9-year-old daughter of Dave and 
Kris Anderegg of Guttenberg, Iowa, was crowned Clayton 
County Alternate Little Miss Squirt. She was photographed  
helping out at an ice cream promotion in a local bank 
during June Dairy Month

rachel Anderegg
Alt. Clayton County Little Miss Squirt
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Delaware County Little Miss Squirt Amber Engelken, 
right, is the daughter of Tom and Cherrie Engelken, Earlville, 
Iowa. Amber, 6, enjoys helping with the cows and showing 
calves at the fair. She attends Maquoketa Valley grade school. 
Lauren Goldsmith, left, is the daughter of Jim and Kristi 
Goldsmith, also of Earlville, and is the Alternate Delaware 
County Little Miss Squirt. The 6-year-old attends Maquoketa 
Valley grade school and enjoys feeding calves, roller skating in 
the parlor and playing with her cats.

engelken,goldsmith 
Delaware County Royalty

Alt. Clayton County Little Miss Squirt

Tara Schweitert is the Delaware County Dairy Princess.
She is a sophomore at Ed-Co High School and works part-

time as a milker for Swiss Valley Farms members Jim and 
Kristi Goldsmith, Earlville, Iowa. She is active in FFA and 

4-H, as well as band, speech and theater.

schweitert

Brian Heims is the Delaware County Little Mr. Herdsman. 
He is the son of Dale and Michelle Heims of rural Delhi, Iowa. 
Brian is a first-grader at Maquokea Valley and likes to feed the 
calves and milk his favorite cow, Annie. He also likes to play 
baseball and soccer with his brothers Eric and Mitch.

brian Heims

Delaware County Dairy Princess

Delaware County Mr. Herdsman

insurance center
scholarship Winner

Chelsea Holschbach, daughter of Mike and Valerie 
Holschbach of Heatherstone Enterprises, Baraboo, Wis., 
received one of the six scholarships given out annually 
by The Insurance Center of Wisconsin. Insurance Center 
representatives traveled to the dairy to hand Chelsea a check 
for $500. On hand for the presentation was, from left, 
Ken Ley, Swiss Valley Farms field representative; Charlie 
Montgomery, an Insurance Center representative; Chelsea 
Holschbach, Angela Swanson, an Anthem Blue Cross - Blue 
Shield of Wisconsin representative, and Dave Runde, from 
The Insurance Center.
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Somatic Cell Range % of A Farms
0 - 100,000.......................................................3 %
100,001 - 200,000.....................................18%
200,001 - 300,000......................................23%
300,001 - 400,000........................................23%
400,001 - 500,000.........................................15%
500,001 and above......................................18%

Somatic Cell Range % of B Farms
0 - 100,000.......................................................4%
100,001 - 200,000.........................................4%
200,001 - 300,000......................................25%
300,001 - 400,000......................................8%
400,001 - 500,000.........................................11%
500,001 and above...................................48%

During the Month of June, 
these Swiss Valley Farms

 Members averaged below 
100,000 for their

somatic cell count.

Chad Breuckman 56,000
Kevin & Donna Carolan 50,000
Mike Deaver 83,000
Be Fong Deutmeyer 92,000
Robert Deutmeyer 92,000
Richard & Vanessa 80,000
Delbert Devries 78,000
Randy Dreier 73,000
Loren Duwe 77,000
Larry Gilbertson 84,000
Hendel Farms 82,000
Hodson-Dirksen Farms LLC 98,000
Dallas & Pat Hofmeister 87,000
Leon & Connie Jaeger 98,000
Robert & Terri Ketchum 87,000
Oat Hill 97,000
Richard Pearce 51,000
Walter Selke 96,000
William Selke 96,000
Sandra Siegle Schrempp 98,000
Steven Siegle 98,000
Charles Wright 64,000
Keith Wright 64,000
Leighton Yoder 93,000

swiss valley farms
fielD personnel & stAts 

Field Department & Procurement Division Directory

ClaSSiFieD
aDS

J. GordoN ToyNe

Office: 563.468.6644
Home: 563.289.3535

LeClaire, IA 52753

NANcy FeeNey       member relations

Office: 563.468.6640
Home: 563.359.9100

Bettendorf, IA 52722

KAreN BohNerT   member relations
Office: 563.468.6641

Mobile: 563.320.2895
East Moline, IL 61244

Tim GeNThe      lab & safety manager
Office: 563.583.7669
Home: 608.744.3515

803 S. School St.
Cuba City, WI 53807

mArV ThomPSoN
raw milk sales & transportation

Office: 608.366.1770
Home: 608.269.4850

617 Monroe St.
Sparta, WI 54656

roN BreNNer           field supervisor
Office: 608.366.1770
Home: 608.781.0535

527 Jackie Lane  
LaCrosse, WI 54603

ThomAS TeGeler  field supervisor
Office: 563.583.7669
Home: 563.875.2059

1320 11/2 St. S.W.
Dyersville, IA 52040

rANdy heiSel
Home: 608.625.2045259 E. Lakeview Dr.

LaFarge, WI 54639

Fred imdieKe
Home: 320.256.493236356 Roanoke Lane

Melrose, MN 56352

KArA KooPmANN 
Plant: 563.583.7669

Home: 563.876.3900
6142 Roller Coaster Rd.
Epworth, IA 52045

roGer leNiUS
Office: 319.352.5463
Home: 319.352.5015

319 9th St.
Waverly, IA 50677

KeN ley 
Plant: 608.348.3932

Home: 608.943.6240
225 S. Clifton
Livingston, WI 53554

lyNNe melcherT
Office: 563.926.2363
Home: 563.926.2794

117 Culver Rd. N.E.
Hopkinton, IA 52237

Jim mUrPhy 
Home: 563.422.5789
Mobile: 563.380.0393

430 Linden
West Union,  IA 52175

Jim SchmiTZ 
Office: 563.925.2321
Home: 563.925.2015

202 Bechner St.
Greeley, IA 52050

cheryl ZABlocKi-WAGNer 
Office: 920.822.2887

Mobile: 563.663.1306
W1919 Hofa Park Dr
Seymour, WI 54165

BoB ZielSdorF 
Office: 608.366.1770
Home: 608.269.5452

309 North Street
Sparta, WI 54656

miKe hoWAld
Home: 815.938.2651

FAX: 815.938.9151
7105 N. Freeport Rd
Forreston, IL 

chriS hoeGer          vp, procurement

Office: 563.468.6628
Home: 563.285.5670

Eldridge, IA 52748

For SAle

• 1, 24-foot H&S Bunk feeder wagon, 
excellent condition.
• 3-row John Deere 300 corn picker, 
New elevator chain, good condition, 
stored indoors.
Call for price and offers. 
(920) 822-3620.
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quality assurance
perfect one HunDreDs

gerald & lisa Weber 

Delhi, Iowa 

Gerald and Lisa Weber received a perfect 100 on their 
state survey. Webers milk 80 Holsteins and farm around 
290 acres. They have three children: Justin, 16; Nathan, 
8, and baby McKayla, 2 months. They contribute keeping 
things constantly clean to helping them receiving a perfect 
100. “Cleaning a little bit every day helps,” Gerald said.
 

steve Helmuth 

Kalona, Iowa 

Steve Helmuth received a perfect 100 on his survey. 
Helmuth’s is an Amish farm (member profile story in 
December 2007 Dairyman) milking between 30-45 
Holstein cows. Steve and his wife Lorene have eight 
children: LaWayne, 17; Renita, 16; LaVern, 13; LaVon, 
8; Gary, 6; Merlyn, 4; Jeremy, 2, and Delmer, 9 months.

second annual
sWiss VAlley fArms pHoto contest

Have you taken a pho-
to on your farm or at 
the fair that you think 
would look good on the 

2009 Swiss Valley Farms calendar? If 
so, then you may want to enter it in 
the SVF Calendar Photo Contest. We 
are looking for pictures of people of 
all ages living and working on their 
dairy farms. 

Remember, reproduction quality 
of the photo is an important consid-
eration.

 Be sure your picture is sharply in 
focus. 
•

 If you are using a film camera, 
make a good quality 8” x 10” or 5” 
x 7” print and mail that in.  Include 
a mailing label with your address on 
it so we can return this fine photo 
to you. 

 If it is a digital photo, the higher 
the resolution, the better. Be sure 
your camera is set on its highest 
pixel/quality setting. 

 E-mail your digital photo to us. 
E-mail them to: karen.bohnert@
swissvalley.com 

 If your digital photo is too large 
for you to  e-mail, burn it on a cd 

•

•

•

•

and mail it to us at: 
Swiss Valley Farms Cooperative
Calendar Photo Contest 
P.O. Box 4493 
Davenport, IA 52808 
Entries must be received by Sep-

tember 30, 2008. 
Cash prizes will be awarded. Any 

other photos we use on the calendar 
will receive an Honorable Mention 
prize. It’s never too early to start tak-
ing photos. Winter, spring, summer 
and fall scenes are all needed. Enter a 
photo any time you want and enter as 
many as you want. 
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Swiss Valley Gals 
explore tHe globAl mArKet

The Swiss Valley Gals will get the inside scoop on a new 
Global Quality Standards Program that their cooperative is 
pursuing. “Swiss Valley Quality Goes World Wide” is the 
title of this fall’s round of Swiss Valley Gals meetings.

Tim Prichard, Director of Technical Services for Swiss 
Valley Farms, will be the featured speaker and will explain the 
why’s and how’s of this new program. “Swiss Valley Farms goal 
is to achieve certification in a Global Standard for Food Safety,” 
Prichard said. “It is the co-op’s continual quest to provide the 
safest, highest quality products possible using our members’ 
excellent milk. Swiss Valley Farms has chosen to align with the 
British Retail Consortium in its efforts to gain this certification. 
We are very excited to work towards attaining certification in 
global food safety initiative standards.”

Prichard will discuss how the co-op plans to achieve this 
certification and why this is important to the Swiss Valley 
Farms members as their co-op further expands its wings in a 
global market. 

Pick out the date of your favorite Swiss Valley Gals location, 
mark in on the calendar and make plans to attend one of these 

luncheon meetings. In your August milk check, you will be 
seeing your green Swiss Valley Gals return reservation post 
card. Fill it out and mail it back so you will have your place 
reserved for this round of meetings.

Any woman involved in a Swiss Valley Farms dairy is a 
Swiss Valley Gal and is invited to this meeting.

Be sure to talk to your other area co-op members to see if 
you can arrange to car pool to the meeting. You can save on gas 
and have even more fun visiting with other Swiss Valley Gals.

Hope to see you there!

2008 Fall Swiss Valley Gal Meeting Schedule

Tuesday, September 16 
 • Betty’s Bread Basket in Manchester, IA
Wednesday, September 17 
 • Huckleberry’s Restaurant in Prairie du Chien, WI
Thursday, September 18 
 • Pickwick Mill Restaurant in Pickwick, MN.


