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M a n a gi n g  R i s k  

vOLATILE MARkET cONDITIONs
	 	 	 	 	 	 by	Don	Boelens

The volatile market conditions 
continue to happen this 
winter when it comes to the 

block price and Class III futures. We 
look back the last 90 days to review 
the most recent volatility in the 
markets. Let’s look at this month’s 
Class III futures market versus just 
90 days ago.  

On November 30, 2009 the 
March 2010 Class III closed at 
$15.38/cwt and on March 1, 2010 
it closed at $13.00/cwt. That is a 
tremendous drop in the market in such 
a short time and continues to show 
the importance of risk management. 
The futures contracts for July – 
December all were above $16.00/cwt 
on this same November day while 
today there is only one month above 
$15.00/cwt.  

The block trading at the CME has 
a similar look to the last 90 days. On 
November 30, 2009 the block market 
closed at $1.66/lb. and on March 1, 
2010 the block trading at the CME 
closed at $1.34. There appears to be 
continued downward pressure as we 
have seen significant drops in the past 
couple of weeks. 

There is a trend of thrift among 
the consumers that is causing some 
of this downward pressure. Exports 
have softened on the powder markets 
and cheese supplies have continued 
to remain near all time highs. 

Cheese production continues 
to remain static with previous years’ 
production, which causes concern 
if demand is not there.  January 
2010 total cheese inventories were 

CEO Don Boelens

up 11.2% over a year ago. January’s 
50-state cow numbers actually saw 
an increase in the total dairy herd by 
3,000 head, which again is causing 
some of the concern with the recent 
pull back in prices. 

As I emphasized in last month’s 
Dairyman, it is extremely important 
to know your costs and lock in the 
costs and revenue stream when you 
know you have a profit. It is extremely 
important to not look back and 
think of what might have been. It is 
important to look back and evaluate 
what has occurred to help improve 
your dairy operation for the future.  

Our second article on Risk 
Management begins on Page12 and is 
by Phil Plourd, president of Blimling 
& Associates, Swiss Valley’s broker. In 
his article, Phil explores the benefits 
and risks of futures contracts. 

As more and more dairy producers 
make risk management part of their 
dairy operation, we will continue to 
see longer valleys and shorter peaks.  

T
begin at 9:30 a.m. with refreshments.

and topics, so you won’t want to miss any of it. The 
business portion of the meeting will get underway at 
10:00 a.m. sharp with comments from your Board Chair 
Pam Bolin, Clarksville, Iowa. CEO Don Boelens and the 
Management Team will give reports on the company’s 
performance.

from Blimling & Associates. Phil will discuss the dairy 
market forecast and the futures’ market, a topic of interest 
to everyone. There will be plenty of time for you to ask 
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sWIss vALLEY FARMs DIsTRIcT REPREsENTATIvE 
POsITION DEscRIPTION

1. There may be up to eight District Representatives elected by members at the annual
district meeting for a one-year term, starting at the Annual Meeting.

2. Vacancies that occur during the year are to be filled by appointment of a member 
by the District Director.

3. Alternates may be appointed by the District Director to attend District Representative
meetings if the elected person is unable to attend.

4. Recommends amendments to current policies and/or new policies to the District Director.

5. Communicates with members to keep them informed on the Cooperative programs,
policies and industry trends.

6. Performs other duties as may be assigned by the Board Chairperson.

7. Per diem and mileage will be reimbursed per Board policy.

8. In order to serve as a District Representative, a member must be in good standing 
and free of any conflicts or interest.

ONDITIONs
 M a r k  Y o u r  C a l e n d a r

DIsTRIcT REP MEETING Is MARch �3RD

The 2010 Swiss Valley Farms District Representative 
Meeting is set for Tuesday, March 23rd at the 
Midway Hotel, Dubuque, Iowa. The meeting will 

begin at 9:30 a.m. with refreshments.
The day is loaded with lots of informative speakers 

and topics, so you won’t want to miss any of it. The 
business portion of the meeting will get underway at 
10:00 a.m. sharp with comments from your Board Chair 
Pam Bolin, Clarksville, Iowa. CEO Don Boelens and the 
Management Team will give reports on the company’s 
performance.

The featured speaker after lunch will be Phil Plourd 
from Blimling & Associates. Phil will discuss the dairy 
market forecast and the futures’ market, a topic of interest 
to everyone. There will be plenty of time for you to ask 

your questions throughout the day. Lunch will be served 
at noon and the meeting will be adjourned no later than 
2:00 p.m. 

District representatives should bring any questions 
they or their neighboring members might have. Swiss 
Valley Farms members should relay any question they 
have to their district representatives, who will then ask 
them at this meeting. A list of the Swiss Valley Farms 
District Representatives, along with their addresses and 
phone numbers, begins on the next page. 

District Representatives were mailed meeting 
announcements and postage-paid return reservation 
cards. The reps should fill out and return their cards to be 
counted in the meal reservation total.

MARch 2010 page 3
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On September 1, at the very 
beginning of her reign as 
the 2009-2010 Iowa State 

Dairy Princess, Katie Adams was 
settling into her new princess duties as 
well as life as a freshman dairy science 
major at Iowa State University. This 
farm girl suddenly had a good deal on 
her plate!

But Katie is used to ha

rd work. Growing up on a 
Waucoma, Iowa family farm, 
she helped out in the dairy and 
participated in many 4-H programs. 
Adaway Dairy consists of her parents, 
Scott and Jeannie, and older brother 
Nathan and his wife Annie. Sisters 
Nicole, 25, and Jackie, 21, have all 
helped out on the farm through the 
years, just like Katie. Younger brother 
Joey, 16, is the only one now left at 
home to help. Together, this family 
milks 170 cows, mainly Holsteins, 
with a few Brown Swiss, Ayrshires 
and Jerseys included in the herd.

Katie’s mother used to be active 
in the dairy until a serious accident 
in the barn on Aug. 7 put her on the 
sidelines. Jeannie was in a maternity 
stall when a cow in labor charged 
her, slamming her against the wall 
twice. Jeannie managed to crawl out 
of the pen and get help. She suffered 
10 broken ribs and several cracked 
vertebra and was airlifted to the 
Rochester hospital. While she was in 
tremendous pain, the doctors kept 
telling her she was one lucky woman 
to even be alive. 

Jeannie’s injuries kept her in the 
hospital for two weeks and then, 

LOOk UP YOUR DIsTRIcT REPs

DISTRICT 1
Patrick Schroeder, Director
S & S Farms
3945 Hypoint Road
Lancaster, WI  53813
608/943-6509
1. Doug Adams

204 S Adams
Lancaster,WI 53813
608/723-4497

2. Paul Adams
5203 Lincoln Road
Lancaster, WI 53813
608/723-2771

3. Gerald Breitsprecker
6461 Bluff Road
Lancaster, WI  53813
608/723-6232

4. Arlyn Henkel
4363 McGhan Road
Fennimore, WI  53809
608/822-6755

5. Mike Meier
8172 Diamond Grove Rd.
Glen Haven, WI 53810
608/694-2302

6. Roy Mumm
11583 Settlement Road
Cassville, WI 53806
608/725-5699

7. Tom Parrish
11347 Highway 61
Fennimore, WI 53809
608/822-6462

8. Bill Schier
12484 Rock School Road
Glen Haven, WI 53810
608/794-2437

DISTRICT 2DISTRICT 2
Francis Leibfried, Director
Leibfried Farms
1849 Hy View Road
Cuba City, WI 53807
608/744-2600
1. Rick Althaus

28300 Center Drive
Cuba City, WI 53807
608/348-3248

2. Julie Kaiser
29975 County Hwy H
Cuba City, WI 53807
608/744/3444

3. Jay Stauffacher
16639 Hwy 23
Darlington, Wis 53530
608/776-4173

4. Phil Schneider
17264 Ridge Road
Sterling, IL 61081
815/625-1953

5. Donald Berlage
5598 S. Pleasant Hill
Elizabeth, IL 61028
815/858-2396

6. Tom Kunkel
1784 Kirkwood
Cuba City, WI 53807
608/744-2053

7. Bernard Runde
Pleasant-View Dairy Farm
2504 Hyview Road
Cuba City, WI  53807
608/744-3527

DISTRICT 4DISTRICT 4
James Schmitt, Director
12788 Lovers Lane
Sherrill, IA  52073
563/552-2314
1. Marvin Ambrosy

14275 Circle Ridge
Sherrill, IA 52073
563/552-2396

2. Mark Bischoff
24155 Hwy 52
Garnavillo, IA 52049
563/964-2720

3. Robert Deutmeyer
1968 325th Ave
Dyersville, IA 52040
563/875-6112

4. Loras Gerner
31384 Ironwood Road
Garber, IA 52048
563/255-2574

5. Jim Pfeiler
23343 Flanagan Road
Holy Cross, IA 52053
563/870-4885

6. Ken Steffen
19701 Hickory Valley
New Vienna, IA 52065
563/870-5695

DISTRICT 5
William Strief, Director 
26306 Farm Lane
Farley, IA  52046
563/744-3997
1. Martin Burken
   290 Cragmor Dr.
   Clinton, IA 52732
   563/875-2093
2. Richard Kauffmann

551 7th Ave. N E
Farley, IA 52046
563/744-3052

3. Rick Cook
32479 Rockville Rd.
Worthington, IA 52078
 563 855-4205

4. Leo Kluesner
5922 K & K Road
Worthington, IA 52078
563/855-5925

5. Jim Ostwinkle
8451 Rt. 136 N.
Worthington, IA 52078
563 855-3255

DISTRICT 6DISTRICT 6
G. Joe Lyon, Director
2621 K Avenue
Toledo, IA 52342
641/484-3129
1. Kevin Blood

RR2  1131A 245th St.
State Center, IA 50247
641/483-2734

2. Mike Dilly
1371 290th Street
Montour, IA  50173
641/492-6131

3. Ronald Franck
6667 28th Avenue
Newhall, IA 52315-9609
319/223-5273

4. Doug Kenealy
Iowa State University
123 Kildee Hall
Ames, IA 50011
515/294-6021

5. Bob McNulty
2545 75th Street
Watkins, IA 52354
319/227-7613

6. Lyle Nunnikhoven
1524 Hwy 92
Oskaloosa, IA  52577
641/672-2605

7. Richard Holst
1952 W Ave
Dysart, IA 52224
319/476-3192

DISTRICT 13
Randy Schaefer, Director
1713 Yankee Avenue
Blue Grass, IA  52726
563/381-4361
1. Keith Blake

15380 240th St
Eldridge, IA 52748
563/285-5409

2. Marvin Helling
2722 Ave C
Fort Madison, IA 52627
319/372-5662

3. Roger Holdorf
6821 225th Street
Walcott, IA 52773
 563/282-4665

4. Dean Miller
2717 520th Street S.W.
Kalona, IA 52247
319/683-2566

5. Steve Sywassink
P.O. Box 393
Grand View, IA 52752
319/729-5400

6. Daryl Slabaugh
2895 500th St. SW 
Iowa City, Iowa 52752
319/683-2540

DISTRICT 15DISTRICT 15
Loyde M. Beers, Director
25577 Breezy Lane
Eastman, WI  54626
608/874-4201
1. Roger M. Dahlberg

55247 Dahlberg Road
Eastman, WI  54626
608/874-4265

2. Gerald Oppriecht
23707 Morning Glory
Eastman, WI  54626
608/874-4492

Swiss Valley Farms members, check your district for the names of your District Representatives. If you have 
any questions or suggestions to be introduced at this March 23rd meeting, be sure to let them know. 
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Iowa Falls, IA 50126
515/648-5359

5. Darrell Robinson
1118 180th Street
Plainfield, IA 50666
319/276-3407

6. Larry Wehling
1205 Usher Ave.
Sumner, IA 50674
563/578-8854

7. Eduard Reuling
24570 Royal Ave
Clarksville, IA 50619
 319/885-4225

8. Gerben ten Hoeve
18313 Butler Ave
Waverly, IA 50677
 319/939-8673

DISTRICT 23
Jeff Nimtz, Director W7497 Farm-
ers Grove Rd.
Monticello, WI 53570
608/527-5732
1. Nick Miller

W7506 Farmers Grove Rd.
Monticello, WI 53570
608/527-2901

2. Dale Worley
7151 Rt 173
Poplar Grove, IL 61065
815/765-2683

3. Leslie Wundrowe
6460 Randall Road
Poplar Grove, IL 61065
815/737-8772

4. Matt Scott
21125 Old Q. Road
Blanchardville, WI 53516
608/214-3394

5. Alice Dierickx
W3605 Co. C
Monticello, WI 53570
608/938-4165

6. Peter Parker
4233 W. Hanover Rd.
Janesville, WI 53545
608/757-1118

3. Terry Steger
34796 St Hwy 27
Prairie du Chien, WI 53821
608/326-6709

4. Dennis Mezera
59513 S. Ridge Road
Prairie du Chien, WI 53821
608/326-6906

5.  Keith Wright
15005 Uglum Road
Ferryville, WI  54628
608/734-3243

6. Dustin Payne
62951 Prew Lane
Eastman, Wis 54626
608-874-4451

DISTRICT 16
Kenneth Schmitz, Director
19291 Mesa Ave.
Norwalk, WI 54648
608/823-7526
1. Randy Dreier
    26118 CTY Hwy T

Norwalk, WI  54648
608/823-7787

2. Todd Clark
RR 1 Box 282
Wilton, WI  54670
608/435-6503

3. Brian Schmitz
24272 Lamplighter Road
Norwalk, WI  54648
608/654-5235

4. Julie Larson
W4260 CTY Hwy Q
Mindoro, WI 54644
608/857-3619

5. Jeff Berg 
    W3439 Hwy M
    LaCrosse,  WI 54601
    Telephone:  608/786-2151

DISTRICT 17DISTRICT 17
Dale Humpal, Director
2667 Townline Road
Ridgeway, IA 52165
563/562-3848
1. Don Brincks

1501 150th Ave
Ossian, IA 52161
563/532-9163

2. Kent Franks
18551 Big Spring Road
St. Olaf, IA 52072
563/562-3895

3. Darryl Humpal
2638 210th Street
Ridgeway, IA 52165
563/563-3928

4. Rich Klosterman
30591 Kale Road
West Union, IA  52175
63/422-9518

5. Brian Lantzky
21575 245th St.
Hawkeye, IA 52171
563/429-2000

6. Dan Moon
19475 155th Street
Monona, IA 52159
563/739-4562

7. Jeff West
22956 200th Street
Farmersburg, IA 52047
563/783-7701

DISTRICT 19DISTRICT 19
Eugene Smith, Director
6305 S Smith Road
Clinton, WI 53525
608/365-5697
1. Don Damrow

W5378 Eagle Road
Juneau, WI 53039
920/386-2351

2. Cathy Mess
N 8485 County Road Q
Watertown, WI 53094
920/261-7537

3. Tom Oberhaus
W309 S630 Maple Ave.
Waukesha, WI 53188
262/968-2573

4. Richard Schultz
    N3426 Hwy 67

Neosho, WI  53059
920/625-3681

5. Bruce Peterson
N10241 CTY W
Malone, WI 53049
Telephone:  920/795-4117

DISTRICT 20DISTRICT 20
Steve Klug, Director
18863 Dairy Road
Spring Grove, MN 55974
507/498-5170
1. David Vanderzee

38244 CTY RD 12
Dakota, MN  55925
507/643-6319

2. Donald Ingvalson
19996 County 28
Caledonia, MN  55921
507/498-5250

3. Matt Hendel
14913 Gap Drive
Caledonia, MN 55921
507/724-5689

4. Ray Pick
RR 1  Box 264
Elgin, MN  55932
507/876-2689

5. Dwain Sexton
RR 1  Box 21
Millville, MN  55957
507/798-2329 

6. Dale Mill
30001 County Road 109
Lewiston, MN 55952
507/523-3506

7.  Jim Oelfke
35603 170th Street
Hamburg, MN 55339
 952/467-2661

8. Pat Stuewe
14775 Co. Road 153
Cologne, MN 55322
 952/466-3855

9. Katie Olson
20501 30th Ave. NE
Atwater, MN 56209
320/974-3213

DISTRICT 21DISTRICT 21
Pam Bolin, Director
30707 180th Street
Clarksville, IA  50619
319/278-4288
1. Allen Blasberg

1637 Midway
Tripoli, IA 50676
319/882-4721

2. Duane Johnson
33813 Martin Avenue
Parkersburg, IA 50665
319/346-1578

3. Dan Duitscher
30495 – 465th St.
Rolfe, IA 50581
712/848-3954

4. Rick Meyer
19121 135th Street
Iowa Falls, IA 50126
515/648-5359

5. Darrell Robinson
1118 180th Street
Plainfield, IA 50666
319/276-3407

6. Larry Wehling
1205 Usher Ave.
Sumner, IA 50674
563/578-8854

7. Eduard Reuling
24570 Royal Ave
Clarksville, IA 50619
 319/885-4225

8. Gerben ten Hoeve
18313 Butler Ave
Waverly, IA 50677
 319/939-8673

DISTRICT 23
Jeff Nimtz, Director 
W7497 Farmers Grove Rd.
Monticello, WI 53570
608/527-5732
1. Nick Miller

W7506 Farmers Grove Rd.
Monticello, WI 53570
608/527-2901

2. Dale Worley
7151 Rt 173
Poplar Grove, IL 61065
815/765-2683

3. Leslie Wundrowe
6460 Randall Road
Poplar Grove, IL 61065
815/737-8772

4. Matt Scott
21125 Old Q. Road
Blanchardville, WI 53516
608/214-3394

5. Alice Dierickx
W3605 Co. C
Monticello, WI 53570
608/938-4165

6. Peter Parker
4233 W. Hanover Rd.
Janesville, WI 53545
608/757-1118

MARch 2010 page �

c
O

-O
P

 N
E

W
s



 N a t i o n a l  Q u a l i t y  A w a r d  W i n n e r s

TWO MEMbERs REcEIvE PLATINUM sTATUs

The Dreier’s milk 72 registered Holsteins in a tunnel-ventilated 
tie stall barn with a surge pipeline and 6-one touch units. Their 
somatic cell count averages around 68,000. 

The Dreier’s try to maintain a regular routine, keeping cows clean 
and dry. They watch their SCC and PI counts and try to keep their 
cows healthy. Their stalls have pasture mats with 80% chopped straw 
and 20% pine shavings.

They detect mastitis with visual checks, but use the CMT mastitis 
test kit once a week. They get monthly SCC’s through DHI. Their 
milking procedures include pre-dipping cows, wiping with paper 
towels, pre-stripping, then attaching units when milk is completely 
let down and cow is dry. They remove the unit when its done, then 
post dip with premium iodine. Vacuum levels are checked monthly 
by the dealer.

Randy and Becky have four children who help out in the 
operation: Derek, 19; Ashley, 16; Kelli, 12 and Jaden, 4. “This young 
couple really enjoys working as a family and taking good care of their 
animals,” says their field representative Bob Zielsdorf. Randy & Becky Dreier were thrilled to receive the 

Platinum Status in the National Dairy Quality Awards.

RAndy & BeCky dReieR, noRwAlk, wiS

Robert & Terri Ketchum received Platinum Status in the 
National Dairy Quality Awards.    
(Photo courtesy of Hoard’s Dairyman)

RoBeRT & TeRRi keTChum, uTiCA, minn

The Ketchum’s milk 128 cows  and their highest somatic 
cell count last year was 97,000 in August. They only had two 
cases of clinical mastitis during the contest year.

The Ketchum’s house their cows in a sand-bedded 
free stall barn and milk them in a double-8 parallel parlor. 
When it comes to detecting mastitis, they pre-strip cows and 
when done milking they check cows with harder quarters 
for mastitis. They also rely on their DHIA cell count for 
detecting sub-clinical cases. 

They milk with one person and their milking procedures 
include brushing off sand and pre-dipping with 1/4% iodine. 
They milk four cows at a time. Then they strip each quarter, 
dry off with two paper towels and attach the machine. When 
milking is complete, they post dip. 

Bob & Terri believe that having a good somatic cell 
count definitely makes them more money. “We like to sell a 
quality product to our consumers,” Bob said. “And the cows 
last longer.”

Walter Selke, left, & his son William and his wife Sue received 
the Gold Status in the National Dairy Quality Awards. Daughter 
Amanda is ready to join the team.

k

ON THE COVER: The Swiss Valley Farms Platinum winners grace this month’s cover. Top, Randy and 
Becky Dreier flank their field representative Bob Zielsdorf. Bottom, Robert and Terri Ketchum stand beside 
their co-op farm sign. Both winners were nominated by Zielsdorf.

AND ThE GOLD QUALITY WINNERs ARE . . .
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Walter Selke, left, & his son William and his wife Sue received 
the Gold Status in the National Dairy Quality Awards. Daughter 
Amanda is ready to join the team.

ken & mARluS SChmiTz,  SpARTA, wiS

keVin & donnA CARolAn,  CAlmAR, iowA

wAlTeR & williAm Selke, dAkoTA, minn

Ken & Marlus Schmitz achieved Gold Quality Status.

Kevin & Donna Carolan and their twin daugh-
ters Jessica and Brittany received the Gold 
Status.

Kevin and Donna Carolan milk 38 cows in a double six-parallel parlor 
with a rolling herd average of 24,177 pounds. Their somatic cell average 
for 2009 was 56,000. They use the CMT paddle on all fresh cows and also 
rely on DHIA test sheets to help determine problem cows. Donna says she 
regularly checks their counts online on Swiss Valley’s producer log-in site. 
Milking procedures include pre-dipping, wiping each cow with cloth towels 
and visually checking for mastitis. They hand strip each cow and post-dip. 

The couple’s twin daughters, Jessica and Brittany, 12, help with the 
milkings after their homework is done. Field representative Jim Murphy was 
proud to nominate this family.

Ken and Marlus Schmitz milk 88 Holsteins in a tie-stall and 
stanchion barn. Their rolling herd average is 25,974 pounds and 
their average cell count for the national survey was 82,000. 

They detect mastitis by paying close attention to their cows’ 
udders at milking time and throughout the day. They use CMT as 
well as their DHIA tests to help them monitor the individual cow’s 
somatic cell counts. Their milking procedures include wearing gloves, 
wiping dirt off the udder, pre-dipping and leaving it on for 20-30 
seconds, wiping off with paper towels and waiting one minute for the 
cow to let her milk down before putting the machine on.

They have three children: Taylor, 13; Katie, 9 and Matthew, 6, 
who help them in the dairy.

Walter Selke and his son William and daughter-
in-law Sue milk 197 Holsteins and have a rolling 
herd average of 26,902 pounds. Their average cell 
count for the national survey was 91,000 and their 
high count was 113,000. 

They detect mastitis by fore-stripping and using 
their DHIA test results.

When asked why keeping a low SCC count is 
important, they said, “We feel that if you’re going to 
do the job, you should do it right. Also, Swiss Valley 
Farms pays well for low somatic cell count milk.” 
William and Sue have two daughters: Rachel, 12, and 
Amanda, 2. 

AND ThE GOLD QUALITY WINNERs ARE . . .
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     LIFE IN AN ExTENDED FAMILY DAIRY

Our fall/winter dairy journal features Jennifer Kunde 
Zumbach from Manchester, Iowa. Jennifer grew up in a 
Jersey dairy family. A graduate of Iowa State University, 

she was the 1998 Iowa Alternate Dairy Princess as well as the 1998 
National Jersey Queen. She has been Secretary of the Iowa Jersey 
Cattle Club since 1999 and edits the Iowa Jersey Today magazine 
three times a year.

The Kunde family (Jennifer, parents David and Donna Kunde, 
brothers Michael and Daniel) farm about 260 acres including the 
home farm and some rented. They currently have 190 Jerseys on test 
and about 178 young heifers and 32 bulls that are sold annually as 
breeding bulls. Michael rents 300 acres close by, which allows more 
area for hauling manure. Michael is the main milker, David and 
Jennifer help him in the morning and evening. In the AM, Michael 
and Jennifer feed calves at his place. In the PM, Jennifer leaves part 
way through milking to feed calves up the road. Daniel mixes feed in 
the AM and PM and works for a neighbor during weekdays.

Jennifer married Dave Zumbach on August 25, 2007. Dave 
farms with his parents in southern Delaware County where they feed 
out 900-1,000 Holstein steers annually in addition to running several 
hundred crop acres. Jennifer and Dave had planned to take a winter 
2008 honeymoon to Rome. But that November, Dave discovered he 

had a large, cancerous tumor contained within one kidney. Doctors 
removed the whole kidney and the honeymoon was postponed to 
Spring 2009. Dave has checkups twice annually, and has been clean 
and fortunately doctors do not expect the cancer will return. The 
couple is excited to be expecting their first baby in June.

 THURSDAY, October 8  
Milking at 6:30 am with Michael, change lots and scrape free stalls 
out as cows are chased up. Contractors arrived to finish milk house 
wall around bulk tank- gather supplies for them. Ate breakfast and 
make a quick batch of cupcakes for the crew. It’s raining today, so 
no chopping. Ran errands in town. Returned to treat a cow for milk 
fever, pull a heifer’s calf and sort a close-up cow in from the dry lot. 
I dump buckets and feed large pen calves up the road prior to night 
milking. Then return to the main farm to help milk the first half of 
cows. I get fresh milk and return to finish calf chores. Went home 
and made supper, caramelized and froze onions from our garden and 
made bread for communion this coming Sunday.

FRIDAY, October 9FRIDAY, October 9
Regular Morning Chores (MC), made lunch for later, ran errands 
for chopping. Returned home to serve 4 construction guys and 5 

d a i r y  j o u r n a l s
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harvest mouths. I hauled while some were eating and 
then helped put plastic on the bunker. Did calf chores 
early, than milked while others chopped corn.

 SATURDAY, October 10
MC I finished milking and calf chores and heifer chores 
at our rented pasture (Saunders) while Dad chopped. 
Daniel and a hired guy hauled loads all day. Michael 
hauled manure since we plant winter rye on our corn 
silage ground and weather has not cooperated. NC

 SUNDAY, October 11
My sister’s husband Jason came to help a few days, since 
they were too wet in Jefferson County. We milked that 
morning, did calf chores. Jason hauled corn silage while 
Daniel packed the bunker and Michael hauled manure. 
I did chores at Saunders, then disked to prepare to 
plant rye. I did calf chores and helped milk. Later that 
evening, I went with Dave to a Bible study class.

MONDAY, October 12MONDAY, October 12
MC Fed baby calves, ran to vet, finished disking a field, 
scraped free stall shed to prepare for herd health, and 
did herd health with Jason and preg check vet. Helped 
begin milking, calf chores.

TUESDAY, October 13TUESDAY, October 13
MC, feed calves, ran errands in town, went to 
chiropractor, picked up chopper box at Saunders to 
bring home, checked a cow that just calved, and hauled 
silage -- we finished chopping corn. NC First attempt at 
making Cake Balls at home!

WEDNESDAY, October 14WEDNESDAY, October 14
MC I made cupcakes for an upcoming benefit. It’s 
misting today, so I caught up on farm bookwork, then 
disked later on. Our field rep Lynne Melchert stopped 
out to ask about the rubber seal they used to seal around 
our bulk tanks so I got the sample they left for her and 
we chatted about the new parlor (which we just moved 
into the end of July).  NC  Dried apples that night.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15
MC Put ID tags in fresh heifers while milking, got hair 
cut, updated calf inventory on computer. NC

FRIDAY, October 16FRIDAY, October 16
MC Took semen inventory and listed on paper, NC 
Froze green peppers from our garden and started some 
more apples drying.

SUNDAY, October 18SUNDAY, October 18
MC Began working on the fall Iowa Jersey Today (IJT) 

Top, Jennifer and Dave on their Rome honeymoon. Above, left, a Kunde Top, Jennifer and Dave on their Rome honeymoon. Above, left, a Kunde 
family photo: front row -- Grandma Anna Mary Kunde, David, Donna family photo: front row -- Grandma Anna Mary Kunde, David, Donna 
(holding Natalie Steele.) Back row, Michael, Daniel, Jennifer and Dave (holding Natalie Steele.) Back row, Michael, Daniel, Jennifer and Dave 
Zumbach, Carrie, Jason and Briana Steele. Above right, Jennifer served Zumbach, Carrie, Jason and Briana Steele. Above right, Jennifer served 
at the Iowa State Jersey Princess and Iowa Alternate  Dairy Princess in at the Iowa State Jersey Princess and Iowa Alternate  Dairy Princess in 
1998. On opposite page, Jennifer begins the evening milking.1998. On opposite page, Jennifer begins the evening milking.

issue during the day. I did calves early and milked while Michael combined beans. 
After chores I rode with Dave while he hauled corn in at his parent’s farm. 

MONDAY, October 19MONDAY, October 19
MC Hauled beans to local co-op in Ryan while Michael combined. There were long 
lines today; over 2 hours for each of the three loads. So I caught up on balancing 
our checkbook, Iowa Jersey Cattle Club work and began reading a book. NC

TUESDAY, October 20TUESDAY, October 20
MC Had a baby calf, ran the field finisher in front of dad seeding rye. I cleaned 
the front and return allies in the parlor and scraped the holding pen before PM 
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Jennifer feeds the Jersey calves 
on a blustery winter day.

chores. 

WEDNESDAY, October 21
MC Filled out testing sheets, scraped parlor and holding pen again, 
tested cows that night.

 THURSDAY, October 22
MC It’s raining today so went home to work on IJT.  Made batch of 
cupcakes for Michael and Dad. Started supper in the crock pot. NC

 FRIDAY, October 23
MC Still raining hard until noon, took nap after chores, then did calf 
chores. Cleaned all the calf and heifer lots, weaned 11 calves. NC

 SATURDAY, October 24
MC Moved calves, worked on IJT, NC Cheered Iowa Hawkeyes on 
in a nail-biter win over MSU!

SUNDAY, October 25SUNDAY, October 25
MC One more baby heifer, went to Church, finished IJT & sent it to 
printers. NC Dave and I went to Bible study.

MONDAY, October 26MONDAY, October 26
MC Ran errands in town, helped tear cement out at Michael’s farm 
where building was torn down, NC I had been feeling more sluggish 
lately, so took a home pregnancy test and found out we were expecting 
our first child!

WEDNESDAY, October 28WEDNESDAY, October 28
MC Misting this morning, took nap, then walked to Michael’s farm 
and back in the afternoon (about 2+ miles). NC

THURSDAY, October 29THURSDAY, October 29
MC Rained all day so I took a nap. NC  Went to 
Delaware County Master Gardener fall banquet.

FRIDAY, October 30FRIDAY, October 30
MC Michael and I cleaned and bedded heifer lot pens 
and tattooed calves. NC

SATURDAY, October 31SATURDAY, October 31
MC One of my heifers calved with a heifer. Dave 
came up to Michael’s house and we all watched a 
tense game as Iowa edged out Indiana, NC 

MONDAY, November 2MONDAY, November 2
MC Ran errands in town, met with the OB nurse 
for my first appointment and orientation of the clinic 
and hospital facilities in Manchester. NC

WEDNESDAY, November 4WEDNESDAY, November 4
MC Elkader vet came to give Johne’s vaccination 

to the latest calves born. Hauled beans to co-op. NC Served at our 
church’s fall soup supper. Dave was still in the field. He got take out!

 THURSDAY, November 5
MC I forgot to close a gate that isn’t normally open, so we chased 12 
cows back in. Hauled high moisture corn from grandparents farm 10 
miles away, met dad half way to exchange full’s with empty’s and he 
unloaded it in the Harvestore. NC.

 FRIDAY, November 6
MC  Put classes together for Minnesota Dairy Judging team on their 
way to Louisville contest. Finished milking after they judged. Michael 
went to grandparents to combine beans, dad chopped stalks to bale, 
hauled 2 loads of beans to Manchester co-op. Started PM chores late, 
Michael left for a friends’ bachelor party in Las Vegas.

 SUNDAY, November 7
MC Raked corn stalks while neighbor baled corn stalks. Told dad I 
was expecting- since I was getting more tired, and the schedule was 
staying busy- I wasn’t sure I could keep up and didn’t want to be 
accused of not pulling my weight. I listened to the disappointing 
Iowa verses Northwestern game on the radio. NC Dave was able to 
get beans done today- what a relief!

MONDAY, November 9MONDAY, November 9
MC  Brucellosis and TB checked 12 bulls to go to Puerto Rico. 
Hauled the last of dad’s beans to town, hauled corn home. NC 
Once I got home, I labeled all the IJT magazines and sorted to prepare 
them to mail the following day.

TUESDAY, November 10TUESDAY, November 10
MC Told Michael I was expecting, so he understood my recent lack 
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of stamina. Mailed magazines and got groceries in town, loaded two 
breeding bulls for producer up north, hauled a load of corn home from 
Michael’s rented field, hauled HM corn to Ryan from Michael’s.

 THURSDAY, November 12
MC Vet TB checked bulls. I got knocked down by a bull pushing 
through a gate -- nothing mean, he just turned around and was trying 
to leave! He pushed the gate over on me and landed on the gate. The 
vet said I was lucky to not break anything. I had a hand-sized bruise 
on the side of my knee, fist-sized bruise on my right shin and broke 
the skin there and a headache from falling back and hitting my head 
on the semi-frozen manure pack. Dad was chopping/raking stalks. 
Michael and I moved weaned calves to a pen inside the calf shed since 
there wasn’t room to fit them in outside. The combine was down so 
we cleaned and hayed the heifer lots. I went home and took a nap as I 
was pretty sore most of the day. Started supper in the crock pot. NC

FRIDAY, November 13FRIDAY, November 13
MC State Vet came to begin the second TB test (since our calves are 
Johne’s vaccinated, the second TB test must be run each time by the 
State Vet). Went to the Chiropractor, got to the farm and slept. NC

SATURDAY, November 14SATURDAY, November 14
MC Didn’t feel well so called my doctor who recommended to lie 
down all day with feet above my heart. Talked to my sister Carrie who 
was driving a rental after a deer ran into her while driving home also 
on Thursday night! 

MONDAY, November 16MONDAY, November 16
MC State vet returned to check TB bulls, loaded 6 to Manchester 
Sale Barn to meet the semi that took them to the port in Florida to 
ship to Puerto Rico. I had doctor appointment to check CHG levels. 
Took empty wagon with truck to South farm from Grandma’s and 
Grandpa’s farm on way home. Took a nap before chores. NC 

WEDNESDAY, November 18WEDNESDAY, November 18
MC Second CHG test in Manchester. Doctor said everything looks 
normal. Took nap while Michael and Dad combined /hauled corn. NC

THURSDAY, November 19THURSDAY, November 19
MC Dad and Michael hauled corn. I made two apple pies for church 
dinner with extra apples we had. Did PM chores late tonight.

FRIDAY, November 20FRIDAY, November 20
MC Jason came to help again for a couple days. We sorted some 
close-up cows in from the dry cow lot. Made a pumpkin pie for 
church, went to the vet. NC

SUNDAY, November 22SUNDAY, November 22
MC Church followed by congregation Thanksgiving dinner. Helped 
clean up and took leftovers to Dave’s parent’s since they didn’t make 
it while they were still combining. NC

MONDAY, November 23MONDAY, November 23

MC Filled out testing sheets, prepared for and did herd health with 
vet. NC J

 TUESDAY, November 24
MC Tested cows this morning. I had 10-week doctor appointment- 
heard the baby’s heart beat and all looks well - I am due in late June. 
Took nap, did evening chores in the rain tonight.

 THURSDAY, November 26
MC Carrie and Jason and the girls (Briana and Natalie) came for 
Thanksgiving. Had a family dinner – we shared with the whole family 
that we were expecting. NC Dave came up after his chores were done 
and we played cards with Carrie and Jason.

 SATURDAY, November 28
Carrie, Jason and Briana helped with AM chores- Michael had the 
morning off. Mom made breakfast pizza, then Dad, Daniel and Jason 
hauled manure while Michael, Carrie, Briana and I cleaned calf pens. 
I went home to take a nap, then to in-laws to see Carrie and girls 
while Dave showed Jason around his family’s farm. They continued 
on their way home. I went home until Dave finished chores, then we 
returned for his mother’s family’s Thanksgiving celebration- where we 
announced to all of them that we were expecting. 

TUESDAY, December 1TUESDAY, December 1
Last nice day – got to 50 degrees today. MC Washed tractor windows 
after manure was hauled, ran errands in town, got groceries and 
mailed some Iowa Jersey Cattle Club applications. NC

WEDNESDAY, December 2WEDNESDAY, December 2
MC Vet came to Johne’s vaccinate. Michael combined, hauled corn 
to Ryan’s. Dad went to hay sale in Dyersville, then returned to rake 
corn stalks. I went to the vet. NC I wrapped up bookwork for our tax 
preparer when computer was struck with a virus.

THURSDAY, December 3THURSDAY, December 3
MC Got computer checked out. Finished books on mom and dad’s 
computer. NC

FRIDAY, December 4FRIDAY, December 4
MC Went to in-laws to meet with tax preparer. NC

MONDAY, December 7MONDAY, December 7
Michael and dad did milking while I worked with appraiser at 6:30 
AM, ran to town for errands. Michael and dad hauled corn stalk bales 
in before the big storm predicted this week. NC

TUESDAY, December 8TUESDAY, December 8
MC Michael and dad hauled bales and put tin up on the maternity 
shed. We bedded calves, moved hay and straw into the shed, getting 
ready for the 8+ inches they were predicting. Moved water tank for 
dry cows, closed in North doorway in freestall barn and two windows. 
Did calf chores early and went home.
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Over the past few months, the 
topic of “risk management” 
has been resurgent. We have 

received numerous invitations to speak 
to dairy producer gatherings. We have 
had many opportunities to speak with 
reporters writing about the subject. We 
have been spending a lot more time on 
the phones. 

This, in my estimation, is a mixed 
blessing. 

On the one hand, we view risk 
management as a vital component of long-
term producer financial performance. 
As such, educational opportunities are 
valuable. And, not incidentally, attention 
on forwards, futures and options is good 
for our own business. 

On the other hand, the timing seems 
all wrong. 

It is easy to see why people want 
to talk about risk management today. 
Last year was an epic disaster for dairy 
farm finance. Milk prices crashed to 
levels that were, in the eyes of many, 
unimaginable. Especially in light of how 
high prices were early in 2008 and for 
much of 2007. More to the point, there 
were opportunities to contract milk for 
2009 at levels much, much higher than 
where markets ultimately headed. From 
March 3 through December 31, 2008, 
the January through December 2009 
Class III milk futures strip closed at an 
average of $16.92/cwt. The strip peaked 
at $20.65/cwt on June 18. All of 2009 
was available at as high as $18.00/cwt 
through mid-August and $17.00 through 
mid-October.

Talk about an epic “woulda, coulda, 
shoulda” situation, right? If only...  But 
that was last year. Much as we would like 
to get a do over, we won’t. Critically, “I 
could have done it . . . I should have done 
it last year” is not itself a good enough 
reason to jump headlong into executing 

risk management strategies this year. 
Even for those producers who did have 
milk hedged in 2009, it may not make 
sense to have the same strategies in place 
for 2010. Indeed, recall that there were 
producers who had $15/cwt contracts in 
place in 2008 when the market went to 
$20/cwt.

Dairy producers who have 
successfully used risk management 
tools for some time have almost 
invariably developed discipline around 
the practice. They know that making 
risk management work – in financial, 
emotional and psychological terms 
– involves more than just parachuting 
into the process periodically. I suspect 
that “engagement” is a primary, common 
trait among successful risk managers – in 
any commodity, from either side of the 
market. This doesn’t mean spending 
hours daily deciphering price charts and 
sifting through the news. It does mean 
keeping in touch with somebody or with 
something on at least a weekly basis. 

The other thing to keep in mind: 
the hard risk management decisions are 
often the right decisions. Today, it is 
easy to look back and see that it was a 
great idea to sell $20 or $19/cwt milk 
for 2009. It wasn’t easy to actually do 
at the time. Grain prices were elevated, 
complicating the picture of prospective 
profitability associated with high-priced 
milk. Many were saying that we were in 
a new era characterized by a structural 
shift in demand driven by developing 
economies. Some even said we would 
never see $10 milk again. More generally, 

it was difficult to focus on things going 
bad when they were going fairly well. 

I am often asked “When is it the best 
time to contract milk?” I often respond 
that, while there is no way to correctly 
answer that question, the best time might 
be when it seems hardest. 

The good news for Swiss Valley Farms 
members:  the cooperative is providing 
convenient access to risk management 
tools through its forward contracting 
program. A program that is among the 
oldest in the nation, and one that we have 
had the privilege to facilitate since its 
inception. And while the program may 
be “old” the cooperative has continually 
taken steps to keep the offerings fresh.

Which brings us to a brief discussion 
about minimum price contracts. Over 
the past few years, we have seen options 
trading in the CME dairy complex 
grow at a rapid rate. Today, in fact, 
the number of Class III milk options 
contracts that are “on the books” at the 
Exchange is approaching a level that is 
nearly double that for futures contracts. 
The likely reason: options – and the 
minimum price contracts they facilitate 
– offer market participants a way to 
manage the risks of unfavorable price 
movement without giving up all of the 
opportunities associated with favorable 
price movement.

Minimum price contracts in many 
ways resemble insurance. Simply stated, 
for a premium and contract service fee, 
you can protect a price. If the Class 
III price falls below the minimum 

Risk ManageMent foR DaiRy PRoDuceRs

A  M i x e d  B l e s s i n g

Phil Plourd is President of Blimling and Associates, a research and consulting 
firm, and Roger W. Blimling, Inc., a licensed commodity brokerage firm introducing 
business to ADM Investor Services. His views here are his own and in no way constitute 
a specific or general recommendation to purchase or sell any commodity futures or 
options contract or enter into any forward pricing arrangement.

by Phil Plourd
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contract price, the “policy” makes up 
the difference. If Class III prices are 
above the minimum contract price, the 
member loses the premium paid plus the 
associated service fee. 

For example, as of this writing, the 
market for September Class III milk is 
about $14.95/cwt. A minimum price 
contract at $14.00/cwt is priced at about 
$0.45/cwt. The Swiss Valley Farms 
contracting fee is $0.10/cwt, bringing 
the total cost to $0.55/cwt. If the Class 
III price in September is $17.00/cwt, 
the producer loses the $0.55/cwt. If the 
Class III price in September is $12.00/
cwt, the producer receives $2.00/cwt (or 
a net of $1.45/cwt when the premium is 
accounted for). 

Price thresholds and premiums 
fluctuate day-to-day, and there is no 
guaranteed “right” approach to using 
the tool. Yet, generally speaking, we find 
minimum price contracts often best fit 
producers’ risk management experience 
levels, financial imperatives and market 
conditions. It’s often a good place to start 
with risk management and, increasingly, 
it is often a good place to stay.

In the case of Swiss Valley Farms 
minimum price contracts, members can 
contract in increments of either 100,000 
or 200,000 pounds. Contact your field 
representative for more information.

In summary, then, we are proponents 
of risk management education and 
have been for more than a decade. We 
enjoy speaking with dairy producers 
and helping them see a pathway toward 
better managing risk and moderating 
volatility. We are wary, however, to see 
interest soaring after the crash – when, 
understandable though it may be, there 
isn’t much that can be done about what 
just happened. But let’s get ready for 
the next time . . . and perhaps focus on 
minimum price contracts as the starting 
point.

WEDNESDAY, December 9
I was snowed in at home this morning - there were drifts as high as the back of my truck!  
Dave cleared a path to his parents with a loader tractor and I followed with the truck and 
a change of clothes for each of us. I made a batch of cookies for the church ladies who 
fill bags for members who’ve had health problems this year or those who may be stuck at 
home. I updated the IJCC address list, began writing our Christmas letter, and got some gifts 
ordered. We had supper and found out a church elder and relative of Dave’s had a stroke while 
shoveling show that morning and was in the hospital with not a good prognosis.  Albert was 
loved by everyone at church and in the neighborhood.

 THURSDAY, December 10
Snowplow went by this morning, I walked 3 miles with Dave’s mom Betty and her walking 
DVD, made communion bread for Sunday and rolls to freeze, we helped sort a semi-load of 
Holstein steers out to load later that day. Went to Michael’s to check calves. NC I received a 
call that night from the funeral director asking if I would sing for Albert’s funeral. I have sung 
at many weddings, but this would be my first funeral.

 FRIDAY, December 11
NC Did some computer work, reviewed funeral hymns. Took nap then did chores while 
Michael was gone.

 SUNDAY, December 13
MC Treated a cow for milk fever, Church, picked up Christmas tree. Visited a 
neighbor who had some maternity clothes for me. Set up the Christmas tree. NC

MONDAY, December 14
MC Calf born, Preg checked heifers and dehorned and vaccinated heifers in the 
afternoon. Did reg PM chores, then went to Albert’s wake.

 TUESDAY, December 15
Sang for Albert’s funeral, helped other church ladies serve meal and clean up, then 
went home to take a nap. NC

Editor’s Note: I hope you enjoyed Jennifer’s journal and got a slice of this busy dairy 
farm family’s life. In case you are as curious as I was about the Cake Balls, here’s the 
recipe.

       CAKE BALLS         CAKE BALLS  
1 (18.25 oz) pkg chocolate cake mix 
1 (16 oz) container prepared chocolate frosting
1 (3 oz) bar chocolate confectioners coating or almond bark  
DIRECTIONS:DIRECTIONS:
1.  Prepare the cake mix according to package directions. When cake is done, 
crumble while warm into a large bowl, and stir in the frosting until well 
blended.
2.  Melt chocolate coating in a metal bowl over a pan of simmering water, stirring 
occasionally until smooth.
3.  Use a melon baller or small scoop to form balls of the chocolate cake mixture. 
Dip the balls in melted chocolate or almond bark using a toothpick or fork to 
hold them. Place on waxed paper to set.
Cake balls can be rolled in nuts, sprinkles, coconut, etc. or double dipped in 
white and dark chocolates. Different flavors of cake and icing can be used.

J e n n i f e r ’ s  J o u r n a l  c o n t i n u e s
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and Research Board (NDPRB), 
through Dairy Management Inc. 
(DMI), annually awards up to 19 
$1,500 scholarships to eligible 
undergraduate students (sophomore 
through senior) enrolled in 
college/university programs that 
emphasize dairy. Majors include: 
communications/public relations, 
journalism, marketing, business, 
economics, nutrition, food science, 
and Ag education. (Production 
related fields such as Animal Science 
are not eligible according to the 
National Dairy Board’s Act and 
Order of 1983.)  In addition, the 
NDPRB awards a $2,500 James H. 
Loper Jr. Memorial Scholarship to the 
outstanding scholarship recipient. 

F o r  d a i r y - r e l a t e d  s t u d i e s

Chris Hoeger VP, Procurement
Eldridge, IA 52748       

Office 563.468.6628
Mobile 563.340.7943

Nancy Feeney Member Relations
3855 Manchester Dr • Bettendorf, IA 52722     

Office 563.468.6640
Mobile 563.320.4815

Tim Genthe Lab & Safety Manager
803 S. School St. • Cuba City, WI 53807       

Office 563.583.7669
Home 608.744.3515

Marv Thompson Raw Milk Sales
617 Monroe St. • Sparta, WI 54656       

Office 608.366.1770
Home 608.269.4850

Ron Brenner Field Supervisor
527 Jackie Lane • LaCrosse, WI 54603       

Office 608.366.1770
Home 608.781.0535

Thomas Tegeler Field Supervisor
1320 11/2 St. SW • Dyersville, IA 52040       

Office 563.583.7669
Home 563.875.2059

Randy Heisel
259 E. Lakeview Dr. • LaFarge, WI 54639       

Home 608.625.2045
Mobile 608.386.6681

Mike Howald 
7105 N. Freeport Rd. • Forreston, IL 61030       

Office 815.938.2651
Fax 815.938.9151

Somatic Cell Range % of A Farms
0 - 100,000....................................................... 6 %
100,001 - 200,000..................................... 26%
200,001 - 300,000...................................... 25%
300,001 - 400,000...................................... 22%
400,001 - 500,000........................................ 8%
500,001 and above................................... 13%

Somatic Cell Range % of B Farms
0 - 100,000..................................................... 3%
100,001 - 200,000.................................... 11% 
200,001 - 300,000......................................8%
300,001 - 400,000......................................11%
400,001 - 500,000......................................... 19%
500,001 and above................................... 49%

s w i s s  v a l l e y  f a r m s

FIELD PERsONNEL & sTATs

Field	Department	&	Procurement	Division	Directory
During the Month of January,

these Swiss Valley Farms
 Members averaged below 100,000 for 

their  Somatic Cell count.

ALDINGER, ROGER                    98,000

BIERSCHENK, CARY & jENNIFER                  69,000

BREUCKMAN, CHAD                    69,000

BRIMEYER, DANIEL A & DEB        79,000

BRIMEYER, DEREK                    79,000

BRINCKS, DON I                    95,000

CAROLAN, KEVIN & DONNA          57,000

DEVRIES, DELBERT                   87,000

DREIER, RANDY D.                   83,000

DUWE, LOREN                        58,000

FRIEDERICH, WARD & JANELL                88,000

GIBBS, DWIGHT A.         94,000

GIBBS, JOE E.         94,000

GILBERTSON, LARRY                  90,000

GINGERICH, STEVE                   86,000

GRAND CENTRAL JERSEYS LLC      99,000

HELLENBRAND, BRENT        91,000

HENDEL FARMS                       80,000

HODSON-DIRKSEN FARMS LLC           80,000

JOHNSON, DUANE A                   76,000

JOHNSON, ROY A                     76,000

KABARA, JAMES,         97,000

KETCHUM, ROBERT C & TERRI A     74,000

LAUFENBERG, KOTY J.                99,000

LINDSAY, BRIAN                     85,000

MAIER, EUGENE H.                   61,000

MAIER, JULIE K.                    61,000

MEIER, BRIAN                       65,000

MEIER, CHERYL                      65,000

MEIER, MIKE                        65,000

MILLER, MERLYN W                   70,000

NEWELL,  EUGENE         96,000

PEARCE,  RICHARD  J.        94,000

PETERSON, PER K.                   97,000

SCHAEFER, JEFFREY G                84,000

SCHAEFER, KURT                     84,000

SCHAEFER, SUSAN                    84,000

SCHMITZ, KENNETH & MARLUS         58,000

SCHROEDER, CRAIG A        85,000

SCHUMACHER, PAUL & JENNIFER     72,000

SELKE, WALTER         98,000

SELKE, WILLIAM        98,000

STATZ, KEVIN F.         91,000

STAUFFER, TITUS   97,000

THOMPSON, LARRY & LIANE         47,000

TRANEL, DAN J    92,000

TROYER, MERLIN         98,000

VALLEY VIEW DAIRY INC              96,000

WEIER, HARRY A                     85,000

Kara Koopmann
6142 Roller Coaster Rd. • Epworth, IA 52045       

Plant 563.583.7669
Home 563.876.3900

Roger Lenius
319 9th St. • Waverly, IA 50677       

Office 319.352.5463
Home 319.352.5015

Ken Ley
225 S. Clifton • Livingston, WI 53554      

Plant 608.348.3932
Home 608.943.6240

Lynne Melchert
117 Culver Rd. NE • Hopkinton, IA 52237       

Office 563.926.2363
Home 563.926.2794

Jim Murphy
430 Linden • West Union, IA 52175       

Office 563.422.5789
Mobile 563.380.0393

Jim Schmitz
304 Dale Dr. • Montfort, WI 53569       

Office 608.943.1172
Cell 563.599.2400

Cheryl Zablocki-Wagner
W 1919 Hofa Park Dr. • Seymour, WI 54165       

Office 920.822.2933
Mobile 563.663.1306

Bob Zielsdorf
309 North St. • Sparta, WI 54656       

Office 608.366.1770
Home 608.269.5452
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hAvE YOU LOGGED IN 

TO ThE PRODUcER-ONLY 

WEbsITE LATELY?

You can access your dairy’s milk test information, check 
history and milk assignments, as well as see the most recent  
future milk contracting information by logging into the 
producer-only portion of www.swissvalley.com. Before you 
can log in, you must get your own personal pin number by 
contacting your Swiss Valley Field Representative.

Make the most of this newly improved, member-only 
website. It can be a valuable tool for your dairy operation.

The National Dairy Promotion 
and Research Board (NDPRB), 
through Dairy Management Inc. 
(DMI), annually awards up to 19 
$1,500 scholarships to eligible 
undergraduate students (sophomore 
through senior) enrolled in 
college/university programs that 
emphasize dairy. Majors include: 
communications/public relations, 
journalism, marketing, business, 
economics, nutrition, food science, 
and Ag education. (Production 
related fields such as Animal Science 
are not eligible according to the 
National Dairy Board’s Act and 
Order of 1983.)  In addition, the 
NDPRB awards a $2,500 James H. 
Loper Jr. Memorial Scholarship to the 
outstanding scholarship recipient. 

Scholarships are awarded 

based on academic achievement, 
an interest in a career in a dairy-
related discipline, and demonstrated 
leadership, initiative and integrity. 
Candidates are expected to complete 
an application form, submit a 
transcript of all college courses and 
write a short statement describing 
their career aspirations, dairy-related 
activities and work experiences. The 
application information is evaluated 
by a NDPRB Scholarship Committee 
composed of an external review panel 
and at least two Board members. The 
recommendations of the Scholarship 
Committee are summarized by 
NDPRB staff and the scholarships 
are then awarded. 

Scholarship recipients will be 
selected on the basis of academic 
performance, commitment to a 

career in dairy, involvement in extra-
curricular activities, especially those 
relating to dairy, and leadership 
ability, initiative, character and 
integrity. Students may be awarded 
scholarships in multiple years. 
Scholarship winners must be enrolled 
during the entire academic year for 
which the scholarship is awarded. 

Completed applications should be 
submitted to the NDPRB c/o Jolene 
Griffin, Dairy Management Inc., 
10255 W. Higgins Road, Suite 900, 
Rosemont, IL 60018-5615, by May 
31, 2010. Questions regarding this 
application or regarding the NDPRB 
scholarship program can be directed 
to Jolene Griffin at 847/627-3320, 
or by sending an e-mail to jolene.
griffin@rosedmi.com. 

DMI OFFERs �0 schOLARshIPs

On Pg. 2 of the February issue 
of the Dairyman, Joe Nolt of 
Elma, Iowa was incorrectly 
identified as Jim Nolt. The 
editor apologizes for the error.

correction

Tracy Gallun
West Bend, Wisconsin
Todd Gengenbach

Thomson, Illinois
derek J. hammerand

Dubuque, Iowa
dale heath

Janesville, Wisconsin

welcome

NEW MEMbERs

F o r  d a i r y - r e l a t e d  s t u d i e s

MARch 2010 page 1�

c
O

-O
P

 N
E

W
s



S W I S S  V A L L E Y  F A R M S C O O P E R A T I V E

2010 ScholarShip applicationS

available from SwiSS valley farmS

It’s time to get your application for a 2010 Swiss Valley Fams Cooperative Scholarship. The co-op is pleased to 
again offer four agriculture scholarships in addition to one scholarship for a non-ag major. 

Co-op members who are studying agriculture-related majors can compete for four scholarships . . . two for 
$1,000 and two for $500. These four scholarships are designed to promote the study of agriculture beyond the high 
school level. There is also a $500 scholarship for students studying in any field.

To be eligible for any of these scholarships, an applicant must be a co-op member or a son or daughter of a 
co-op member, or the manager or operator of a farm for a Swiss Valley Farms Cooperative member, or a student 
whose family manages or operates a farm for a Swiss Valley Farms Cooperative member at the time of submitting the 
scholarship application and when the cash awards are made.

Any high school graduate or any 2010 college student who meets these qualifications are eligible to apply for 
a scholarship. However, if you have won a Swiss Valley Farms scholarship in the past, you are ineligible to win 
another.

The  applicant must be enrolled full-time in an accredited university, college or vocational-technical institution 
for a degree program or short-course program. To get an application, e-mail nancy.feeney@swissvalley.com or call 
Nancy at 563.468.6600. 

All applications must be mailed back to Swiss Valley Farms by July 15th, 2010.

Your copy of
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